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This volume, the first general work on mutualism to 

appear in almost thirty years, provides a detailed and 

conceptually-oriented overview of the subject. Focusing 

on a range of ecological and evolutionary aspects over 

different scales (from individual to ecosystem), the 

chapters in this book provide expert coverage of our 

current understanding of mutualism whilst highlighting 

the most important questions that remain to be 

answered. In bringing together a diverse team of expert 

contributors, this novel text captures the excitement of a 

dynamic field that will help to define its future research 

agenda.

Special Features:

•	 The first synthetic, conceptual overview of 

mutualism in almost thirty years, edited by a senior 

authority in the field

•	 Identifies the ecological and evolutionary features 

that unite and divide mutualisms, placing them in clear relation to other pairwise, interspecific interactions

•	 Text boxes elaborate upon specific conceptual examples or introduce readers to exciting ideas and 

emerging tools

•	 Chapter contributors comprise a blend of youth and experience to provide an authoritative, dynamic, and 

forward-looking approach

About the Editor

Judith L. Bronstein is University Distinguished Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, with a joint 

appointment in the Department of Entomology, at the University of Arizona. She has published over 100 papers, 

primarily on mutualism; in addition to her studies on pollination and protection mutualisms, she has worked to 

develop a conceptual framework for this field since receiving her PhD. An award-winning instructor, she teaches 

ecology at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. She is currently Editor-in-Chief of The American 

Naturalist and Advisory Editor for Oxford Bibliographies Online: Ecology. She received the Distinguished 

Service Award from the National Science Foundation in 2008.
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